Spontaneous aortic arteriosclerosis in layer chickens.
Aortas of 21 grower chickens (both sexes) aged 30-130 days and of 51 layer hens aged 500 days were examined histopathologically. Aortic sclerotic lesions were classified histopathologically into six stages. As early as 30 days, the abdominal aortas of growers had cellular-fibrous plaques that became more severe with advancing age. The majority of the abdominal aortas of all the 500-day-old layers had a conspicuous increase of collagen fibres, with atheromatous lesions in 23 (45.1%). These sclerotic changes were most severe in the distal aortas.